Message

From: Chesnutt, John [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E1CD369E94474C2C8A876FB16943320A-JCHESNUT]

Sent: 1/5/2021 9:03:44 PM

To: Judy Huang [Huang.Judy@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: drum dump sites near Catalina Island

Attachments: LA-2 survey.jpeg; LA-2 survey and THUMBS sample areas.jpg

Interesting intel from Brian Ross. You should follow up with Allan Ota when you have a chance.

From: Ross, Brian <Ross.Brian@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 1:31 PM

To: Chesnutt, John <Chesnutt.John@epa.gov>; Ota, Allan <Ota.Allan@epa.gov>
Cc: Chausson, Juliette <chausson.juliette@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: drum dump sites near Catalina Island

Hi John,

Allan can give you much more info, but we saw the article while we were at sea offt LA. We were doing a
benthic survey of our ocean disposal site for dredged material (“LA-2") (see first attached image showing our
sample array). This was an expanded survey that extended all the way up to the White Point outfall (for reasons
we can discuss). Since we were out there anyway, after we completed our planned survey work Allan plotted a
transect out to the center of the old “THUMS?” site, which seemed like it may have been in the drum dump
vicinity. (See second attached image: inside the white circle are the stations from the planned survey; the extra
THUMS stations are within the red circle.) That extra transect only collected still photos (plan view images
from about 2 meters off the bottom) from a few locations. I was off shift at that time, but as I understand it the
images showed no drums but did show some odd deposits on the seafloor.

I spoke with John Lyons about this a couple weeks back by the way so you may also want to check in with him
for further context.

Brian D. Ross

Dredging & Sediment Management Team
US EPA Region 9 (WTR-2-2)

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

415-972-3475

Note: EPA cannot receive aitachments larger than 20 MB.

From: Chesnutt, John <Chesnutt Iohnf@ena goy>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 12:02 PM

To: Ota, Allan <Qig Allan@epagov>

Cc: Ross, Brian <Ross Brisn@epa.gov>

Subject: drum dump sites near Catalina Island

Allan, Because my section manages the PV Shelf Superfund Site work, | have been addressing a number of questions
from the congressionals and others since the LA Times article came out about the chemical dump sites. | presume you
saw that article. | will forward a link if you didn’t. | had a call with Erica Yelensky last week, since she is getting questions
from her Santa Monica Bay folks. She mentioned that during an ocean survey event in Sept/Oct, you may have seen a
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drum location. If that is that case, I'm interested in talking with you and/or Brian about that and our lastest discussions
with Fed and State Natural Resource Trustees, as well as the State Water Bd.

Thanks, John
John Chesnutt
Manager, Superfund Pacific Islands and Federal Facility Section

US EPA Region 9
415-972-3005

ED_006389_00001571-00002



